
UNIQUELY GIFTED
*THE TWICE EXCEPTIONAL CHILD*

UNDERSTANDING GIFTEDNESS WITH  
EXCEPTIONALITY



WHO IS THIS CHILD?

STRENGTHS

Å SUPERIOR VOCABULARY

Å HIGHLY CREATIVE

Å RESOURCEFUL

Å CURIOUS

Å IMAGINATIVE

Å QUESTIONING

CHALLENGES 

Å EASILY FRUSTRATED

Å STUBBORN

ÅMANIPULATIVE

Å OPINIONATED

Å ARGUMENTATIVE

ÅWRITTEN EXPERSSION



WHO IS THIS CHILD?

STRENGTHS

Å PROBLEM SOLVING

Å SOPHISTICATED HUMOR

Å WIDE RANGE OF INTERESTS

Å ADVANCED IDEAS AND OPINIONS

Å SPECIAL TALENT OR CONSUMING 
INTEREST

CHALLENGES

Å WRITTEN EXPRESSION

Å EXTRA SENSITIVE TO CRITICISM

Å INCONSISTENT ACADEMIC 
PERFORMANCE

Å LACK OF ORGANIZATION AND 
STUDY SKILLS

Å DIFFICULTY WITH SOCIAL 
INTERACTIONS



HOW DO WE KNOW?
INDICATORS OF COGNITIVE/AFFECTIVE 

PROBLEMS

ÅHave discrepant verbal and performance abilities

ÅDeficient or extremely uneven academic skills-
avoid school tasks

ÅExtremely frustrated by school

ÅAuditory and/or visual processing problems



INDICATORS OF COGNITIVE/AFFECTIVE 
PROBLEMS

ÅLong term and/or short term difficulties with regularity

ÅMotorical difficulties such as clumsiness, poor 
handwriting, problems completing paper & pencil tasks

ÅLack organizational and study skills

ÅDifficulty following oral directions



INDICATORS OF COGNITIVE/AFFECTIVE 
PROBLEMS

ÅEasily frustrated, afraid to risk, gives up quickly on 
tasks; afraid of taking risks or making mistakes

Å5ƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ άDŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ǇƻƛƴǘΦέ

ÅBlames others for their problems

ÅDistractible, unable to maintain attention for long 
periods of time



INDICATORS OF COGNITIVE/AFFECTIVE 
PROBLEMS

ÅUnable to control impulses

ÅHave poor social skills

ÅAre highly sensitive to criticism



SCHOOL INTERVENTION TEAM (SIT)

ÅInclusive Support



THE COLLABORATIVE EFFORT



WHAT DO THEY NEED?
THE HOME ENVIRONMENT

ÅNurturing

ÅAwareness and understanding of feeling

ÅPositive communication

ÅUnderstanding strengths and challenges



WHAT DO THEY NEED?
THE HOME ENVIRONMENT

ÅA regular quiet study time

ÅAccess to educational materials/resources

ÅAvailable parental support

ÅAssistance with homework and projects 
without assuming responsibility



WHAT DO THEY NEED?
THE HOME ENVIRONMENT

ÅBe aware of developmental changes

ÅYƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ

ÅSupport changing interests

ÅEquate success with effort



WHAT DO THEY NEED?
THE HOME ENVIRONMENT

ÅValue learning from mistakes

ÅTeach ways to compensate

ÅNotice patterns of behavior

ÅEncourage lifelong learning by example



WHAT DO THEY NEED?
THE HOME ENVIRONMENT

ÅCollaboration with educational staff regarding 
educational needs, social needs, behavioral 
and emotional needs

ÅPartnership



WHAT DO THEY NEED?
THE SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT

ÅStimulation

ÅActive Inquiry

ÅExperimentation, discussion, multi-option assignments

ÅAccommodations to access learning

ÅExplicit instruction, compensatory strategies



WHAT DO THEY NEED?  
THE SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT

ÅStrength/interest-based accommodations

ÅAccommodations to access learning

ÅExplicit Instruction: Compensatory Strategies

ÅExplicit Instruction:  Intervention/Remediation



MARKERS FOR SUCCESS!

ÅUnconditional regard
ÅAdult support--mentors
ÅRecognizing gifts/strengths
ÅSupportive strategies/compensation
ÅPractice
ÅResources
ÅRegular access
ÅSelf-esteem



FOR ALL OUR EXCEPTIONAL 
/IL[5w9bΧ

ÅENCOURAGE

ÅUNDERSTAND

ÅSUPPORT

ÅAPPRECIATE

ÅCELEBRATE!!!


